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RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE LINK BETWEEN

NON-DISCRIMINATION PUBLIC POLICY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT


The Board of Directors of the Falls Church Chamber of Commerce voices its strong opposition to the recent action by the Attorney General of Virginia, Kenneth Cuccinelli, to advise Virginia’s colleges and universities to remove protections against discrimination from lesbian and gay persons. Specifically, in his letter to Presidents, Rectors, and Visitors of Virginia’s Public Colleges and Universities, Cuccinelli states that “It is my advice that the law and public policy of the Commonwealth of Virginia prohibit a college or university from including ‘sexual orientation,’ “gender identity,’ ‘gender expression’, or like classification, as a protected class within its non-discrimination policy, absent specific authorization from the General Assembly”.


Removing such protections will have adverse economic consequences for Virginians by undermining efforts at mitigating the impact of the current recession through energetic efforts at new economic development and the recruitment of major corporations to the state.


We believe that many new and relocating businesses will choose to avoid Virginia because this posture on discrimination will have a profoundly chilling effect on prospective employees, contractors, vendors and customers. 

Therefore, as proponents of economic growth on behalf of our members and the community we serve, we echo the comments of former Northern Virginia State Del. Vincent Callahan, a Republican, who called Cuccinelli’s move “reprehensible,” and call for meaningful remedies in any way they can be secured.

Approved by the Board of Directors Tuesday, April 13, 2010.
Signed,
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___
Dr. Ralph Perrino

Chairman
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