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February 5, 2010



Mayor Gardner and Members of City Council

City of Falls Church

300 Park Avenue
Falls Church, VA 22046

RE: (TO10-03)

Dear Mayor Gardner and Members of the City Council:

The Falls Church Chamber of Commerce Legislative Committee has reviewed the Ordinance regarding modifications to the Off Street Parking and Loading requirements (TO10-03). The Committee urges the City Council to approve passage of this Ordinance.

The current system is too lengthy and it adds uncertainty to projects as developers cannot be entirely sure of their parking requirements until they complete their Site Plan. Approval of the Ordinance will grant City Council the decision making authority and in doing so:

· Make the approval of parking and loading modifications more efficient and therefore less costly and time consuming for the City and those requesting modifications.  

· Ensure that developers understand their parking requirements in advance of the Site Plan process thereby making Falls Church more attractive to potential investors.

· Place the onus on developer-applicants to prove their case up front if a deviation from the current parking code is requested.  

· Be consistent with the processes of other local jurisdictions which are often considered to be more business friendly. 

Approval of this Ordinance is important to current and potential developers/investors, commercial property owners, and the business community in the City. We urge you to pass Ordinance (TO10-03) during Second Reading.  

Sincerely,
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John Rodock

Vice Chairman, Legislative Committee
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