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December 21, 2010 
 
Mayor Baroukh, Vice Mayor Snyder,  
and Members of City Council 
City of Falls Church 
300 Park Avenue 
Falls Church, VA 22046 
 
Dear Mayor Baroukh, Vice Mayor Snyder, and Members of 
City Council: 
 
The Falls Church Chamber of Commerce’s Legislative 
Committee met with Mike Gill of Akridge Real Estate on 
December 3 to review the revised plans for the Gateway 
Project. The committee was impressed with the changes 
Akridge has made to the development project as a result of 
its meetings with neighborhood groups and the Council’s 
Economic Development Committee. 
 
The project in its previous proposal was analyzed by the 
committee for compliance with the Chamber's own 
established criteria for support of proposed real estate 
project developments. The project was, and is, both in full 
compliance with those criteria and deserving of the 
Chamber's enthusiastic support. Modifications to the 
reviewed July 2008 plan enhance and strengthen adherence 
to our criteria. A new Statement of Endorsement addressing 
the changes since the Chamber’s initial endorsement is 
attached.  
 
The Chamber finds that the proposal's reliance on parking 
ratios will provide parking in excess of requirements used 
by neighboring Arlington County and supported by 
documented usage of similar existing nearby projects. This 
is an important step in the right direction of recognizing 
contemporary use and parking needs. The Chamber hopes 
that these guidelines can be incorporated into future similar 
proposals. 
 
Of great concern to the Chamber is the City's demanded 
inclusion of ground floor retail, its prescription on amount 
of retail and its proposed restrictions on types of allowable  
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retail. The developer has explained to the Chamber in no uncertain terms that 40% of the 
building must be pre-leased prior to project initiation. The requirement of ground floor retail and 
the restrictions on the type of allowable retail could alienate large office tenants. These 
conditions could be deal-breakers for any large company that might want to lease or purchase the 
entire building. It is our understanding that this was one of the key reasons why Northrup 
Grumman chose Fairview Park over space in Arlington.  Because of the precarious nature of the 
current commercial real estate market, it is critical that this project be built as soon as possible, 
and for that to happen, flexibility on use in the commercial building is crucial.  
 
In summary, we believe that the City’s demand for ground floor non-office use likely will doom 
this project because of the unlikelihood that the developer will be able to secure the necessary 
pre-leasing commitments with the current restrictions in an already difficult leasing market. 
 
The Falls Church Chamber of Commerce strongly urges the Council to repeal the retail 
restrictions on this project. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the revised plans and congratulations to the Council’s 
Economic Development Committee for generating changes that have significantly enhanced this 
project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Ralph Perrino 
Chairman 
Greater Falls Church Chamber of Commerce 
 
Cc: City Manager’s Office 
 Economic Development Office 

Economic Development Authority 
 Planning Commission 
 
 
 


