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April 13, 2010
Mayor Gardner and Members of the City Council

City of Falls Church

300 Park Avenue

Falls Church, VA 22046

Dear Mayor Gardner:

The Falls Church Chamber of Commerce is pleased that the City of Falls Church’s budget deliberations have not included any increases to business taxes. We applaud that decision as it would certainly have a very negative impact on economic development efforts in the City. 

Economic development is crucial for the City as it struggles with budget issues now and in the future.  The Chamber strongly urges the City retain as much funding as possible in the Economic Development Office. The initial 16% cut recommended has resulted in the loss of administrative support which will unfortunately cause EDO professional staff to spend more time on administrative functions and less on active business recruitment and solicitation. 
Additional cuts will further handicap economic development staff – and therefore the City’s economic development efforts - as they will no longer have access to CoStar and consultant services.  Even more cuts would severely damage the EDO’s ability to solicit new businesses and, perhaps as importantly, to provide business assistance to current businesses in order to increase the City’s business retention rate. 
While the economy has taken its toll on economic development, the EDO has had some terrific successes in recent years – BJ’s Wholesale Club (the second largest retail lease in the National Capital Region in 2009), helping the Tax Analysts building get leased up, and supporting Mad Fox Brewery in their efforts to raise investor interest for their new location in the City.  The EDO assists commercial brokers by publicizing available commercial space in the City, and provides the personal attention necessary for successful referrals matching tenant prospects with available commercial space in the City.  The EDO has introduced the City to more than 300 retailers in ongoing efforts to help developers fill new retail space in the City.  The Chamber believes that the EDO’s efforts in these and other areas benefit the entire business community that we represent. 

The Chamber understands the current budget crisis and the very real need to make severe budget cuts.  We urge Council to make every effort to avoid cutting the services the City needs to attract businesses to Falls Church and thus increase and diversify the tax base at this crucial time. We urge the Council to reconsider budget cuts to the EDO and to other divisions, such as the Planning Department, that work closely with current or prospective businesses as such cuts could also impact economic development in the City.

Sincerely,
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Dr. Ralph Perrino

Chairman
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2010 Board of Directors





Officers





Dr. Ralph Perrino


Chairman, Co-Vice Chair Membership


Northern Virginia Tutoring Service


Michael Ankuma


Chair Elect, Treasurer


JTSI


Dr. William V. Dougherty, III


Vice Chair, Membership


Dougherty DDS


Karen Akers


Vice Chair, Programs


Christopher Bergin


Vice Chair, Fund Development,


Tax Analysts


John Rodock


Vice Chair, Legislation


Ober|Kaler


Marina Westbrook


Secretary,


Burke & Herbert Bank & Trust


Gary LaPorta


Past Chair





Directors





Nick Benton


Falls Church News-Press


John Bowen


Bookkeeping & Money Management


Kenneth Burnett


AXA Advisors


Dr. Barry Byer


Virginia Hospital Center


Dr. Paul Cannon


Falls Church Foot and Ankle Center


Sally Cole


Executive Director


Barbara Cram


Greenscape


Marybeth Connelly/Ron Peppe


Falls Church City Public Schools-BIE


Rick Goff/Becky Witsman


Falls Church City EDO


Greg Hassett


Wells Fargo Financial Investments


Mary Lynn Hickey


FC Housing Corporation


JD Leonard


Apple Federal Credit Union


Adam Schulman


Atlantic Realty Companies


Matt Smith


Smith-Gifford


Joe Wetzel


Jefferson One


Adam Schulman


Atlantic Realty Companies


Matt Smith


Smith Gifford


Marina Westbrook


Burke & Herbert Bank & Trust


 











